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District 2011 8pring Rose Shows
@ . ) % May 21-22 - Virginia Peninsula Rose Society —
wector s Patrick Henry Mall, Hampton, VA. Contact: Robert Lit-
m essage tle (757-851-1140); Richard Parsell, 757-850-2765.

As | write this article on April 6, the weather was 30
degreesthismorning and 87 degreestwo daysago. | wonder
why thismonthwasnever renamed Yoyo; it’ sup oneday and
down the next. (Thirty days hath September, Yoyo, June, and
November ...Sounds pretty good to me). Rose leaves cover
the bushes one day and the next day they are frozen.

Regardless of this, | have pruned afew roses already and
we will soon begin pruning for the National in Winston-
Salem on June4. | hopeto see many of you in attendance at
this nearby venue. It may be along time before we have a
Nationa show so near to home again.

| have cut back on rose purchasesthisyear, but | am look-
ing forward to two floribundas: White Licorice and Julia
Child, and three new miniatures/minifloras:Renegade, Mary
Pickersgill, and Ghostzapper. We are trying to keep our
garden to about 210 bushes. We may have lost afew minia-
turesover thewinter. It seemsliketheroseswebuy today are
much harder to get started than those of the old days.
Anyway, it’san exciting time of the year for rosarians, and |
hope your gardens do well thisyear [ Continued page 7]
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% May 28-29 — Richmond Rose Society —
Lewis Ginter Botanical Gardens, Richmond
Contact: John Donelson, 804-288-0876,
rvarosesociety@yahoo.com

s June 2-6 - National Conference, Winston-Salem, NC
Embassy Suites Hotel. Contact: Steve Lawson,
336-661-0883, slawson001@triad.rr.com.

% June 5 — Maryland Rose Society— Cylburn Arboretum,
Baltimore, MD. Contact: David M. Walsh,
410-374-1070, or Josie Hughes, 410-239-3573.

% June 4-5 — Arlington Rose Foundation — Merrifield
Garden Center (Fair Oaks), Fairfax, VA. Contact: Pam
Powers, 703-232-3076 or pam1powers@aol.com.

% June 3 — Charleston Rose Society —
University of Charleston, Charleston, WV.
Contact: Lynda & Steven Grass, 304-345-3634.

% June 11 — Huntington Rose Society -
Central Christian Church, Huntington, WV.
Contact: Bill Dolen, 740-886-6457,
bill627 @zoominternet.net.

s June 24-26 — National Miniature Show & Conference
University Sheraton, Syracuse, NY. Contact: Dave
Stever, 315-457-4729, greenrosedave@aol.com;

Pat Pohl, 315-685-0114, patriciampoh.@gmail.com,
WWW-Syracuserosesociety.org.
COMING: FALL DISTRICT MEETING

% September 16-18 - Charleston House Ramada Inn.
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by Dick Hanlon

A few years ago, Kermit the Frog uttered his most famous saying, “Itis not easy being green”. Rosar-
ians face different problems than Kermit faced: a world pushing toward greenness. Every day in our
newspapers and on television we are asked to become green by recycling, by using less oil, by using
clean energy and all the other environment-friendly actions. There may be an answer for those of us
who grow roses and are also concerned about the environment.

The horticultural scientists with the Texas Cooperative Extension, an agency of Texas A&M Univer-
sity, have developed a program for designating roses as Earth-Kind™. The testing protocol requires
the rose cultivars to be:

* Grown on their own roots
Salt & soil tolerant
Tolerant of a wide range of pH values
Heat, drought & wind tolerant
Winter hardy without protection
No fertilizer, no pesticides, no supplementary water
No pruning except dead canes

These are very stiff requirements which have restricted the number of roses designated as

Earth-Kind™ to 15 originally with two additions a few years ago and three recent designations.

* % kX kX

Belinda’s Dream Shrub 1992
Caldwell Pink Polyantha type Found in TX
Carefree Beauty Shrub 1977
Climbing Pinkie Polyantha 1952
Ducher Hybrid China 1869
Duchesse de Brabant Tea 1857

Else Poulsen Floribunda 1924
Georgetown Tea Undecided Found in TX
Knock Out Shrub 2000

Marie Daly Polyantha 1999
Multabilis Hybrid China pre-1900
Perle d’Or Polyantha 1884

Sea Foam Shrub 1964

Spice China type Found in Bermuda
The Fairy Polyantha 1932
NewDawn Climber 1930

Mme Antoine Mari Tea 1901

Mrs. Dudley Cross (recent) Tea 1908
Souvenir de St. Anne (recent) Bourbon 1916
Monsieur Tillier (recent) Tea 1891

We can see quickly that the list does not contain any hybrid tea, grandiflora or miniature roses.
This means that none of these roses is eligible for Queen of Show.

Before I go much further with this article, I need to make a disclaimer. I am not big into hybrid tea
roses and the classic form they represent. Of the approximately 110 roses I grow only four are hybrid
teas. I exhibit Old Garden Roses, shrubs and miniatures. The Earth-Kind™ program does not claim
that the roses are exhibition type. They do state however in the preface of their research report, “grow
great landscape roses” and “provide ideal landscape roses”.

Literature and paintings trace roses back at least 5,000 years. Modern roses date to 1867, about
140 years, when the first hybrid tea rose, La France, was introduced. Since that time other classes of
roses have developed: floribunda in the 1940’s, grandiflora in the 1950’s, miniatures in the 1950’s
and 1960’s, Austin-type shrubs in the early 1980’s and miniflora in 2000.
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We can see from this brief history that “exhibi-
tion” roses have a short history compared to
roses in general. We know that the percentage
of rose growers who exhibit is very small in com-
parison to the total number of people who grow
roses.

There is presently a great deal of activity in the
program. Approximately 100 additional
cultivars have been planted (including some
new Kordes roses and some others that were
hybridized in a no-spray environment) in
Earth-Kind™ observational trials in New York,
Minnesota, Wisconsin, Arkansas, Illinois, Iowa
and Texas. Phase I of the Earth-Kind™
Blackspot Resistance Study was published as
the cover story of HortScience in December
2010. The American Society of Horticultural
Scientists (ASHS) has convened a working
group of scientists to further study roses.

I hope this gives you an understanding of the
Earth-Kind™ designation. Hopefully you will
try one of these roses this year; they are all
available from Roses Unlimited and other
catalogs.

Dicle Harnlon

CONSULTING ROSARIAN REPORT

Hi Fellow CRs!

First et me apologize to a number of CRs who have not
been getting my CR reports since | took over as Colonial
District CR Chair. | was using an out of date listing which |
have now updated and it should be accurate.

We had a CR Seminar last weekend at the Spring District
meeting, where about 25 CRs participated and earned 4
credits to extend their CR status for another 4 years.

I would liketo remind you that thefollowing activitiesare
required to maintain CR status:

* Complete Yearly CR Report

* Complete Roses in Review report (Please note
that if you do not grow any of the listed roses, a
negative report is OK. This is where ARS gets
ratings for roses)

* Complete four CR training credits every 4 years
* Maintain ARS and local Society Membership

Congratulations to Diana Klassy for her award as
Outstanding CR for 2010.

Tip for this growing season: If you don’t have one, get
yourself agood pH meter. | recommend apH of 6.3—6.8for
proper decomposition of organic matter and absorption of
nutrients.

.(/l’qy/ J)/u'/.)/(;l/

ARS TRIAL MEMBERSHIP PROGRAM

This program has been in existence for several years now. If
you haven't tried it yet, please consider implementing it to intro-
duce your local membersto what the ARS hasto offer rose grow-
ers. It isagood “extra’ to offer new members when recruiting
them to join your society. ARS has had a moderate success rate
withtrial memberssigning up for afull membership after thetrial
period. There arethreelevels:

1. New members to your local society who are not
already ARS members can be given afree four-month trial
membership to ARS. Thereisno chargeto thelocal society
or the new member. The only thing the local society must
doisto send the new member’s contact informationto ARS
headquarters. Laura Pfender is the contact person and her
e-mail address is laura@ars-hg.org

The ARS phone number is (318)-938-5402 and the address
is: Box 30,000, Shreveport, LA 71119-8817 (Be sure your
new member agreesto have his contact information forwarded
to ARS))

2. Existing members of your local society who are
non-ARS memberscan receiveatrial four- month membership
to ARS for $5.00. This fee offsets processing and mailing
costs. The cost can be paid by the member or thelocal society.
ARS hopes that many who receive this trial membership will
like what ARS offers enough to renew at the full membership
rate after the four- month free trial.

3. Any non-ARS member may visit the ARSwebsiteand sign
up for the four-month trial membership for $10.00.

What does the trial member receive?

1. Two issues of the American Rose magazine
2. Free online access to four quarterly bulletins:
(Exhibitors Bulletin,
Miniature Bulletin,
Old Garden Roses Bulletin, and
Arranger’s Bulletin)

3. Free or reduced garden admissionsto participating gar-
densaround the country. Thecurrent list can befoundinthe
July/August American Rose.

4. Discounts of up to 30% at merchant partners

5. Free advice from Consulting Rosarians.

RAFFLE SPONSERS
The following companies provided gifts for the raffle table at
our Spring District meeting. Please continue to support these fine
companies.

Mill’s Magic Mix (Beatty Fertilizer; millsmix@aol.com)
Osmocote (Scotts-Sierra Horticultural Products;
www.scotts.com/smg/brand/osmocote)

Moisturin 5 — (www.gsihorticultural.com)

Heirloom Roses (www.heirloomroses.com)

Espoma (www.espoma.com)

Schultz (www.schultz.com)

Neptune's Harvest (Ocean Crest Seafoods;

www.neptunesharvest.com )
Nitron (800-835-0123)

Liquid Fence (www.liquidfen: m)
Jaz (www.jazsprays.com)


mailto:laura@ars-hq.org
mailto:millsmix@aol.com
http://www.scotts.com/smg/brand/osmocote
http://www.gsihorticultural.com
http://www.heirloomroses.com
http://www.espoma.com
http://www.schultz.com
http://www.neptunesharvest.com
http://www.liquidfence.com
http://www.jazsprays.com
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Basic Tools for Rosarians

by Gary O. Rankin

Herein West Virginia, early spring isatime spent often
indoors rather than in the garden. While some local nurs-
eriesare beginning to receivetheir new bareroot rosesfor
potting, most of us will be waiting until later in April for
therosesweorderedto arrive and be planted. Sowhat does
the Gitchyo rose enthusiast do in the meantime?

One possibility isto take stock of your rose growing tools
and accessories, replace old worn-out tool s, and order or buy
new garden toys U ah, tools.

Some stores are still liquidating last year's gardening
supplies, so there are bargains to be had. And, new items
arearriving daily as nurseries are re-opening and garden-
ing departments of local stores are being stocked.

Remember, the early bird gets the worm, and stores don't
always re-order when their stock of something is gone. So,
start cruising those gardening departments and beat every-
one else (except me!) to getting the latest gardening gadget
and replacing basi csthat are beyond what anyone el sewould
ever use.

Hereareafew basictoolsfor rose growersthat you should
already have, replace if worn out or get if you don't have
them:

* Gloves: There are lots of different kinds of
gloves including cloth, leather, goatskin, nitrile,
mud (rubber and cloth), thorn protection, and
fashionable. If the gloves are cheap, don't buy
them. I prefer the goatskin gloves for most
purposes as they are lightweight, flexible and
offer excellent protection.Nitrile gloves are
excellent for use when applying pesticides and
can be purchased at many stores including
auto supply stores.

* Shovel: Most rose growers have a long-handled
shovel. Now is the time to make sure that your
shovel has a sharp blade and a strong handle. If
the handle is getting weak, you might want to
replace your shovel. Also consider getting a
short-handled shovel. These shovels are excel-
lent for mixing soil in a wheelbarrow, planting
mini/miniflora roses or working close to the
ground when you need a shovel

* Pruners: Only buy bypass pruners for pruning
roses. You can pay about $40+ for Felco prun-
ers, $30 for Fiskars Powergear pruners, $40
for Barnels pruners, or as little as $5 for a
cheap pair of bypass pruners at stores like Big
Lots. Small bypass pruners for miniature
roses can cost as little as $1-$2. The cheaper

pairs only last a year or two, but for the price
they can be replaced frequently. Also get a
kitchen knife sharpener (~$5) that will fit in
your hand and has a shield to protect your fin-
gers. These items are great for sharpening
pruner blades.

Loppers: Every rose grower needs a pair of
loppers for cutting large canes. We have several
brands, but my favorite is the Fiskars
PowerGear loppers. They are lightweight,
have orange tipped handles for seeing them
easily in the yard and stay sharp for a long,
long time.

Knee Pad: Knee pads are short pieces of foam
to put under your knees when kneeling in the
garden. They are cheap (as little as $1 on sale),
easy to use and save your knees. Get one with a
cut out that makes a handle.

Back brace: Back braces are also great ways to
protect your lower back when digging, mixing
soil in a wheelbarrow or carrying heavy bags of
garden stuff.

Soil Knife: You need a weeding tool and the soil
knife from A.M. Leonard Co. is the best. There
are two types and both work well. The orange
handle makes it easy to see. Cost is now about
$18-20.

Three-pronged digging tool: You will need a
tool for working granular fertilizers, organics,
etc. into the soil. Make sure the head is forged
as one piece. The center prong often breaks if
welded on.

Water Wand: Water is key to rose growing.
Water wands with heads that adjust the spray
are best as you can water with them or adjust
the water to a strong stream for blasting spider
mites!

Bucket: Everyone needs buckets to carry
gardening supplies and yard waste. Get them
free at home building sites (used to hold joint
compound for drywall).

So check out all your tools for spring and sum-
mer, replace what needs to be replaced, get a
few new tools you don't have, and get ready for
growing the best roses possible!

Folur Alecl
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The 2011 Roses In Review
Competition!

by Diana Klassy

Here are the steps to win an ice cream party for your society:

s Buy anew rosevariety, oneintheir second, third, and fourth
yearsin commerce.

Observetherose asit grows. Watch for disease, fragrance,
growth habit, etc.

CompleteRIR form (either online or use the paper form and
mail to me). The deadline for the reporting is dways Sep-
tember 26™ of each year.

| plan to announce each winning society by October 31,
2011

The winning society, in addition to bragging rights, will
have an ice cream party financed by the losing society, not
to exceed $25. The non-winning team can join thewinning
team to share in the celebration if possible.

After conferring with John Fleek at the pre-spring meeting, the
following societies have been paired off for the 2011 Roses in
Review Competition:

Arlington vs. Potomac
Charleston vs. Huntington
Patrick Henry vs. Richmond
Tidewater vs. VA Peninsula
Shenandoah vs. Maryland
Bay Country vs. Northern Neck
Roanoke vs. Southern Virginia

Since my goal is to match membership and the participation
level of each society, the winner will be chosen based on number
of reports from each society and percentage of participation. If
personsare membersof both societies, their report countsfor both
teams. Itisvery important tolist your membership(s) onyour RIR
report so proper credit can begiven to each team. Reportersdo not
have to be a member of the ARS to participate. Membership for
each society will be as of July 1st, and will need to be reported to
me by August 1, 2011. (diana_n_roses@netzero .com)

The RIR form along with instructions will be published in the
July/August edition of the American Rose magazine. Make addi-
tional copies as needed. RIR can also be completed online at
ARS.org. To increase your odds of winning this award, | recom-
mend that societies set aside part of the August meeting astimeto
instruct and encourage membersin completing these reports.

Remember, by participating in Rosesin Review you are assist-
ing rose growers, especially new growers, to select roses that are
likely to grow well for them. The averaged garden ratings from
these reviews are published annually in the ARS Handbook for
Selecting Roses. So buy anew rose variety this year and partici-
patein 2011 Roses in Review!

%

JUDGES' CORNER

In West Virginia we seem to be having a little trouble
getting rid of winter, but I’ m sure Miss Spring will be getting
here soon. The snow and freezes in April are not the best
conditions for my roses that started to bud in March, but
thereredlly is no controlling Mother Nature.

We have thirty judges in the Colonial District and | have
received 24 reports as of thiswriting. 1 am mailing a blank
report to those fromwhom | have not yet received areport; if
you get one, remember thisis for the shows you judged in
2010. Last year we had a 100% return, so if you could get
those back to me | would be grateful.

Some of thetopicsyou haveasked to havediscussed are:

# Having chairs for the judges to sit down while they are
waiting to judge the court;

% More space in the staging of the show so some classes
are not so crowded,;

% Judges not being asked to judge even though it is hard to
find judges;

% Size of sprays — what’s too big;
% Taking so long to judge the court;
% Mistakes of the judges and show committee;

% Asking a judge for his expertise when asking him or her to
judge a show;

% And my favorite comment, and | quote “Let us not create
chaotic situations which require unrealistic debates and
flawed decisions.”

Next year it will be necessary to have aschool or seminar
for several of our judges to re-certify, and | do believe an
open discussion on some of these subjectswould help usall.
Twenty-oneof our current judgeswill need torenew their
ARS member ship thisyear. You must do that to continue
judging; pleaserenew today. Our District can’t afford to lose
any judges.

Stay healthy, stay happy, and have a wonderful spring,
when it gets here. Thanks for al you do.

Yonna Jmoot

COMBINED ROSE LIST 2011

Thelatest edition was publishedin March 2011. Ordersare now
being accepted at the same price as CRL 2010 -- $24.00.

Published annually since 1980, the Combined Rose List at-
tempts to document al roses known to be in commerce world-
wide, aswell asrosesintroduced sincethelast edition of Modern
Roses and roses known to be of interest to rose exhibitors in the
United States. 14,696 roses are included in Combined Rose List
2010, matched to the 316 mail-order nurseries that sell them.

Order from Peter Schneider, Box 677, Mantua, OH 44255. Add
$3.00 if delivery by Priority Mail is required. Ohio residents add
7.25% sales tax.
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DISTRICT DIRECTOR: [from page 1] and produce lots of
“queens’ whether you exhibit or not.

Our recent spring meeting was a successful venture
although only 50 members were in attendance. | don’'t have
the results yet, but the District should have netted around
$800. My thanks go to the Shaner family, Charles, Barbara,
Sondra, and otherswhom | did not meet for their great effort
in making the weekend a success. | sent a questionnaire to
many of the membersin attendance asking for commentson
the weekend and the results were very favorable. If you
haven't commented yet, please do so. The executive
committeewill need to decidelater onthisyear asto whether
or not to continue this venue. With the high price of gasoline
now, it seemsto bethebest choice, but we may want to tweak
some things a little next year just like we did this year. |
would also like to thank all the speakerswho participated in
theweekend. We had quiteafew consulting rosariansrenew
or extend their certifications through 2015.

Four bylaws issues were voted on at the business meeting
and all passed. Theprimary onewasachangeinthedistribu-
tion of gainsor losses at District meetings. Therevision will
befriendlier towardsthelocal societiesasthey striveto hold
these meetings and make a profit. Attendance will have to
improve for usto continue our fall shows under the present
format. Thisfall in Charleston will be particularly defining
as most of the District will be traveling long distances to
participate. We are keeping costs down as much as possible
to makethisareasonably-priced weekend of funand roses.

Finally, I would like to congratulate Diana Klassy for
receiving the 2010 Outstanding Consulting Rosarian Award.
Dianawas Consulting Rosarian Chair for three years before
taking on her current position of Rosesin Review Chair.

My final topic for this issue of the Courier concerns the
ARS 100 Grand Campaign. You have surely read about it
by now if you read your American Rose magazineor listened
to my discussion at the District or read about it on the ARS
website, etc.

To give you a brief history, the ARS, despite many
cost-cutting measures the past few years, has been unableto
reach a balanced budget that will still provide the services
that we have come to expect as membership continues to
declineon asteady pace. Asl stated at the District meeting,
ARS is now receiving 28% less money in membership fees
than it did in 2001 despite the 33% dues increase in 2007.
Without additional fundsfrom elsewhere, the assistance and
guidance that you expect from ARS will continue to wane.

Several issues were discussed at the Board of Directors
meetinginMarietta, Georgia, last fall including another dues
increase, closing of the Klima Center in Shreveport, closing
of the ARS gardens, mailing the American Rose magazine
electronically to those with e-mail access, and others. All of
the changes together would still not make up the budget
deficit for 2011.

Therefore, two programs were started to raise $100,000
for thisyear. Together they were appropriately called the 100
Grand Campaign.

One of theserequired each District to support ARSwitha
$1000 donation. This has aready been done by our District.
The other program would require the 300 plus nationwide
local societiesto givean* average’ donationto ARS of $300.
The Board realized that for many local societies, thiswould
be physically impossible; however, larger societies might be
able to make up for the losses.

What thisaverages out to isabout $8-10 per ARS member
in a society. That is a more palatable number. A society
would haveto havearound 30 ARS membersbeforeit would
be asked to consider making a $300 donation.

Oneissuethat isnot covered under thisplanisthe many
members of ARS who do not belong to alocal society. |
have not been able to ascertain how many people thisis,
but | suspect 20 percent or more do not belong to any local
society.

My thought is that if each ARS member in our district
whoisnot amember of alocal society would donate $8-10
to ARS and each society also made its fair share dona-
tion, we would easily meet the $4340 goal that ARS has
determined to be the Colonial District's share.

| hope you will consider going to the form on the ARS
website and making a donation to aid ARS. You may also
just write a check to ARS and mark it for the 100 Grand
Campaign. There will be some nice prizes for the Districts
with the largest donation based on membership size.

| hopeto see many of you at rose showsthisspring and fall
aswell asat theNational. Happy rosegrowingthisspring.

(76/1/1 %(’A’/

FALL ROSE SHOW

The Fall Rose Show will be held in Charleston, West
Virginia on the September ;16-18 weekend. It will take
placein the Charleston House Ramada Inn (formerly the
Charleston House Holiday Inn, where we have held most
of our past conventions.)

The room costs will be $72 and we will strive to keep
the registration cost to $70 or less.

Gary Rankin and Monica Valentovic are working on
getting speakers for Saturday; and we have engaged Jeff
Ware, Executive Director of ARS, to be our guest
speaker.

With the high cost of gasoline, we suggest you plan to
make amini-vacation in West Virginisbefore or after the
convention. We will have some suggestions of things to
seeor do inthe summer newsl etter. Theregistration form
will aso bein the summer newsdletter.

Folrre Fleele
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2011 PRESIDENTS OF LOCAL ROSE SOCIETIES - (Revised]

Arlington Rose Foundation
Mr. David Maxwell
12625 Centurion Lane
Fairfax, VA 22033
703-860-0071

davesroses@yahoo.com

Bay Country Rose Society
Mrs. Martha Hill
P.O.Box 3
Greenbackville, VA 23356
757-824-0613
gibson1445@gmail.com

Charleston Rose Society
Mr. Richard Hanlon
28 Gaylor Lane
Charleston, WV 25312
304-744-8074
rhanlon@kta.com

Garden Club of Virginia
Mrs. Rachel Hollis (Chair)
40 E. Fairview Avenue
Harrisonburg, VA 22801-3012
540-434-7030

rachel7030@aol.com

Huntington Rose Society
Mr. Bill Dolen
217 Township Road 339
Proctorville, OH 45669
740-886-6457
bill627@zoominternet.net

Maryland Rose Society
Mr. David Walsh
3136 Shiloh Road
Hampstead, MD 21074
410-374-1070
Shiloh@gis.net

Northern Neck Rose Society
Mrs. Peg Davis
P.O. Box 673
Urbanna, VA 23175
804-758-3196
wordelldavis@aol.com

Patrick Henry Rose Society
Mrs. Katherine Craig
11 Oliver Drive
Bassett, VA 24055
276-629-7723

roselady2@comcast.net

Potomac Rose Society
Mr. Joe Covey
831 Azalea Drive
Rockville, MD 20850
301-279-0028
@ .

Richmond Rose Society
Mr. Willie Mills
12390 Ashcake Road
Ashland, VA 23005
804-752-6461
lie1091@

Roanoke Rose Society
Mr. Randall Dalton
6506 Joppa Mill Road
Moneta, VA 24121
540-297-5798
r rdenr| l.com

Shenandoah Rose Society
Mr. Charles Shaner
93 Shaner Lane
Staunton, VA 24401
540-294-2875
clshaner@mindspring.com

Southern Virginia Rose Society
Mr. William Drinkwater
846 Old Richmond Road
Blackstone, VA 23824
434-292-5782

Tidewater Rose Society
Mr. Michael Price
1972 Edgewood Avenue
Norfolk, VA 23503
757-583-6770
venmikeval@cox.net

Virginia Peninsula Rose Society
Mrs. Marti Youmans
120 Liberty Drive
Yorktown, VA 23693-4636
757-867-5566
youmansm@att.net

[Editor’s Note: E-mail addresses
and/or web sites appear following
phone numbers, as they are made
available. Be sure to include the correct
Area Code when address changes are
made. ANW]
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