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Time flies when you are plan ning a pre-spring con ven tion.  
It seems like I just wrote an ar ti cle for the Jan u ary Cou rier
 inviting you to our downscale meet ing and won dered if it
would work.

The re sults are in and it ap pears to have been a suc cess. 
Sev enty-three ro sar ians reg is tered and even though we had
seven late can cel la tions, we still had sixty-six mem bers
pres ent.  The judg ing sem i nar that was put to gether by Hor ti -
cul tural Judges’ Chair man Donna Smoot was a suc cess with
sev en teen judges be ing re quali fied.  

The weather for the week end was won der ful, the food
 prepared by Barbara Shaner and her fam ily (Big Dip per
Ice Cream Shop) was boun te ous and won der ful, the ho tel
was very gra cious and ca tered to our ev ery need and gave
us the run of the ho tel, and our speak ers pre sented ex cel -
lent talks on a va ri ety of sub jects.  I think we got an “A” for 
our ef forts and I thank Charles Shaner, Lynda Grass,
George Wil son, Janice Sell ers, Kath er ine Craig, and
Donna Smoot, along with all the speak ers for mak ing this
a spe cial week end.

                                        [Con tin ued on page 4]

2009 Spring Rose Shows

T April 27-May 2 -- Spring Na tional Show, Shreve port,
LA - Con tact: Mary Walker, 318-965-4153
marycookwalker@bellsouth.net. 

T May 15 — Vir ginia Pen in sula Rose So ci ety —
Pat rick Henry Malll, New port News, VA.  Con tact:
Dick Parsell, 757-850-2765, osagefarm@cox.net

T May 29 -- Rich mond Rose So ci ety - Lewis Ginter
Bo tan i cal Gar dens. Con tact: Willie Mills, 804-641-0656
willie1091@comcast.net

T June 5 — Mary land Rose So ci ety , Friendly Farm 
Res tau rant, 17434 Foreston Rd., Upperco, MD.
Con tact: Da vid Walsh, 410-374-1070, shiloh@qis.net

T June 6 — Charleston Rose So ci ety, Uni ver sity of
Charleston, Charleston, WV. Con tact: Lynda Grass,
304-345-3634, lyndagrass@wvhdf.com.

T June 12-13 — South Penn Area Rose So ci ety, 
1st Lu theran Church, Chambersburg, PA.
Con tact: Dale E. Mar tin, 717-369-3036,
dmartin5222@comcast.net

T June 5-6 — Arlington Rose Foun da tion, Merrifield
Gar den Cen ter 12101 Lee High way, Fairfax, VA.
Con tact: Da vid Maxwell, 703-860-0071,
davesroses@ya hoo.com.

T Au gust 20-22  — Mini Na tional Show & Con fer ence, 
Mil wau kee, WI. Con tact: Di ane Sommers,
262-781-7989, dsrosenut@wi.rr.com.
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DRY ING ROSES IN THE
MI CRO WAVE 

 1. Se lect a fresh and DRY bloom 1/4 to 1/2 open.  Cut stem
about 1/2 inch long.  

2. Use a mi cro wave-safe con tainer deep enough so that the
rose can be com pletely cov ered in sil ica gel. (I usu ally use
sty ro foam cups.)

3. Pour a 1-inch base of sil ica gel into the con tainer.  In sert
the stem, plac ing in an up right po si tion; care fully sprin kle
the sil ica gel be tween and over the pet als. Make sure that
each petal is thor oughly cov ered and not crushed.
 Continue un til the rose is com pletely cov ered.

4. Fill a mi cro wave-safe cup with one cup of wa ter.  Place
the cup of wa ter and the con tainer with the rose side by
side in the mi cro wave.

5.Mi cro wave on High 2 min utes, ro tat ing the con tainer with
the rose ev ery 30 sec onds if the mi cro wave does not ro tate 
au to mat i cally.  (If your mi cro wave is an older model, it
may re quire a few more sec onds, up to 2 ½ min utes.)

6. Re move the con tainer with the rose and let set, un dis -
turbed, in the sil ica gel for an ad di tional 12 hrs.

7. When all the mois ture is ab sorbed, care fully re move the
rose from the sil ica gel.  Tap gently to re move all par ti cles.  
A small art ist’s brush is good to use.

8. Rose must dry com pletely, and this takes a long time. I
prop them in small-necked bud vases and let set 2-3
weeks.  It is dry when stem does not jig gle where it
 connects to the rose. Put Elmer’s glue or glue from a hot
glue gun around this area (where it con nects) and let dry. 
Spray with clear acrylic spray (can be found at K-Mart or
Wal-Mart with cans of spray paint).

NOTE:  Roses do best if pro cessed in sep a rate con tain ers
one at a time. Rose leaves may also be dried us ing the same
method and ad just ing the time in the mi cro wave.

Sil ica Gel can be re-used. When it has ab sorbed the
 maximum amount of mois ture, the blue crys tals turn pink.
When this hap pens, spread the mix ture in a shal low pan and
heat in a 275 de gree oven for 30-45 min utes.

Store dried roses in metal tins or card board boxes with
 tissue pa per.

If some pet als fall off, they may be re at tached by us ing a
hot glue gun

ENJOY1
                                 ...   Di ana Fleek
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JUDGES’ COR NER

The Co lo nial Dis trict had a judge’s sem i nar in Staunton,
Vir ginia, on March 20th at the Qual ity Inn. We had nine teen
judges recertify and fif teen of those were from the Co lo nial. 
Since we now have thirty judges in clud ing the 2 ap pren tices, 
I think that was a great turn out. 

I ap pre ci ate Bruce Mon roe, Dick Hanlon and Di ana
Fleek for be well in formed in struc tors, along with my self.
Those fif teen judges that recertified are now good un til the
year 2014. 

I was glad we had a few min utes at the end of the sem i nar
to dis cuss some of your con cerns and rec om men da tions. 
I’m not sure if we solved any thing, but I do be lieve things get 
better when we can talk about them.  

I have re ceived from these thirty judges all but four re ports 
for the year 2009 and I want to thank you for get ting these
back to me so quickly.  From the re ports I have, the Dis trict
has judges grow ing 3700 roses, all judges are judg ing shows
and sev enty-three per cent ex hib ited last year.  I think you are 
do ing a great job and keep up the good work. 

Once again, if you know of any one in your so ci ety that is
in ter ested in be com ing a judge, please let me know, this will
de ter mine if we have a judg ing school this year or next.

Have a good spring, 
                            ...  Donna Smoot

In Memoriam

Frank Benardella
Jan u ary 30, 2010

Frank died peace fully at his home with his fam ily
by his side af ter a short but gal lant bat tle with can -
cer. He will be sorely missed by all his friends and
loved ones.

We want to thank ev ery one for their cards,
e-mails and es pe cially their prayers. He will al ways
be our "ROSE MAN".

His fu neral was held Feb ru ary 3 at Hig gins Fu -
neral Home, Free hold, NJ 07728

He was di ag nosed with pan cre atic cancer
when he was hos pi tal ized with a stroke. It was
 already stage 4. Dur ing the hol i days at the Jer sey
Shore, he seemed per fectly fine, his usual jo vial self. 
The di ag no sis was a sur prise to him and his fam ily.

[Some of the fore go ing in for ma tion was fur nished by
Georgie Papale, Pres i dent of the Pitts burgh Rose So ci ety  and
Trea surer, Penn-Jer sey Dis trict.]



THE  ROSE  PATCH
by Terry Cot trell

 Early in Feb ru ary Da vid said that re gard less of all the
 unseasonable weather and ab nor mal rose ac tiv ity thereby
(which I de scribed last time), we will sim ply pro ceed in the
gar den as usual.  We be gan spring prun ing our roses in late
Feb ru ary and into March.  We fol lowed with cleanup, feed -
ing, top dress ing, and spray ing.  We fin ished on April Fools’
Day.

With some 115 roses (we’ve cut back the num bers),
prog ress was pretty good. Due to health prob lems I had
then, and Da vid’s di min ished eye sight, we had a gar den
helper last sea son whose cau tion ary in tim i da tion about
roses cre ated hes i tant work - better than dar ing and brash! 
All the roses faired well with Da vid and helper. 

I must share with you that upon my won der ful and ca pa ble 
re turn to gar den work this year, I could only be amused by
things like dead canes from last year still stand ing in the
ground, or live up right canes hav ing grown one or more odd
90 de gree an gles by ’strange’ deadheading. All that re ally
mat ters is that our roses sur vived last win ter, and how happy
I am to be work ing in the gar den again!

For many years we fixed our own com post cover for our
roses and other raised flower beds; 1/3 each of free saw dust
we bagged at a saw mill, shred ded piles of clean fall leaves,
and com mer cial dou ble-shred ded pine bark mulch.  But in
re cent years, the best of the com mer cial mulch con tains
seeds ga lore which promptly pro duce great clumps of as -
sorted weeds, vines, poi son ivy, etc.  It is on go ing ex tra work 
for months!

So, this spring we are us ing Mush room Com post;
once-used soil from grow ing mush rooms which can not be
re used tho still rich in nu tri ents.  It’s like dark hu mus and
dresses beds nicely, plus be ing a nat u ral or ganic soil amend -
ment (0.5-0.5-0.2).  We bought 100 40 lb. bags at South ern
States for all our beds.

In my Feb ru ary ar ti cle I men tioned An thony Eglin’s new
book pub lished in 2009, which I’d re view this time.  Well, I
for got that with spring gar den chores there is lit tle time to
read. Also, I had not had time ei ther to pe ruse the Jan u ary/
Feb ru ary Amer i can Rose mag a zine, where page 54 has an
ar ti cle, “Ex cerpt: The Trail of the Wild Rose”, by An thony
Eglin.  He tells the Pro logue, and Chap ters One and Two, to
whet your in ter est!  I will re view this book when I’ve read it.  
So far, Eglin has writ ten 4 nov els in his Eng lish Gar den
Mys tery Se ries, and has been hon ored with pres ti gious
awards as both a gar dener and a writer.

Happy Easter and Springtide to each of you and those you
love.
                                       ... Terry 
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In Memoriam

Melvin I. Al bert
- Feb ru ary 24, 2010

OBIT U ARY

On Wednes day, Feb ru ary 24, 2010 of Arlington, VA.
Be loved hus band of 61 years to Mar gue rite Al bert; fa -
ther of Jennifer Carrano, Jane McGehee, Ste phen Al -
bert and Lynn Har ring ton; grand fa ther of Steph a nie,
Pat rick, Roland, An drew, Reece and Natalie. Also sur -
vived by many ex tended fam ily mem bers. 

Ser vices will be held at St Dunstan’’s Epis co pal
Church, 1830 Kirby Rd., McLean, VA on Tues day,
March 9 at 11 a.m. with in ter ment to fol low at Arlington
Na tional Cem e tery at 2 p.m. In lieu of flow ers, me mo -
rial con tri bu tions may be made in his name to the
American Stroke Association. Ar range ments by
Murphy Funeral Home of Arlington.

ROSE BI OG RA PHY
 

Mel was the Co lo nial Dis trict Di rec tor from
1994-1997 and Re gion 2 Di rec tor from 1998-2003. He
was a mem ber of the Arlington Rose Foun da tion and
the Po to mac Rose So ci ety and was awarded the Po to -
mac Rose So ci ety Gold Medal in 1988.

Mel re ceived the Co lo nial Dis trict Sil ver Honor Medal 
in 1985 and the Dis trict Out stand ing Judge award in
1993. He had been ap pointed as a Con sult ing
Rosarian in 1974. Mel held emer i tus sta tus as both a
Hor ti cul tural Judge and a Con sult ing Rosarian at the
time of his death.  

At the 2003 Fall Na tional meet ing in Wash ing ton,
DC, Mel re ceived a spe cial ci ta tion for out stand ing
ser vice as a Re gional Di rec tor from ARS Pres i dent
Tommy Cairns.

_new
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JUDGES’ COR NER
The Co lo nial Dis trict had a judge’s sem i nar in Staunton,

Vir ginia, on March 20th at the Qual ity Inn. We had nine -
teen judges recertify and fif teen of those were from the
 Colonial. Since we now have thirty judges in clud ing the 2
ap pren tices, I think that was a great turn out.

I ap pre ci ate Bruce Mon roe, Dick Hanlon and Di ana
Fleek for be well in formed in struc tors, along with my self. 
Those fif teen judges that recertified are now good un til the
year 2014.  I was glad we had a few min utes at the end of the 
sem i nar to dis cuss some of your con cerns and rec om men -
da tions.  I’m not sure if we solved any thing, but I do be lieve 
things get better when we can talk about them.

I have re ceived from these thirty judges all but four
 reports for the year 2009 and I want to thank you for get ting
these back to me so quickly. From the re ports I have, the
Dis trict has judges grow ing 3700 roses, all judges are judg -
ing shows and sev enty-three per cent ex hib ited last year. I
think you are do ing a great job and keep up the good work. 

Once again, if you know of any one in your so ci ety that is
in ter ested in be com ing a judge, please let me know, this
will de ter mine if we have a judg ing school this year or next.

Have a good spring, 
                                      ...  Donna Smoot

DIS TRICT DI REC TOR         [from page 1]
It was agreed by most ev ery one in at ten dance that we

should try this again next year and per haps with a lit tle more
time to pre pare, we can get more mem bers pres ent.  I don’t
have the fi nal fig ures, but I be lieve the Dis trict net ted over
$500.  We did give an ARS mem ber ship to two mem bers of
two dif fer ent so ci et ies through a ran dom draw ing.  The in di -
vid ual re cip i ents will be de ter mined by the lo cal so ci et ies
who won.  I be lieve they were the Po to mac and the Rich -
mond so ci et ies.

 Our Dis trict con tin ues to de cline as we near 600 mem bers.  
For the last is sue of the Cou rier, I de cided to send out Cou ri -
ers to all Dis trict mem bers who did not have elec tronic ac -
cess to the news let ter.  This amounted to about 300
news let ters.  I plan to do this again this is sue, but as I find
more mem bers with e-mails, I am low er ing the num ber of
cop ies that have to be mailed.  In 2006 we agreed at a busi -
ness meet ing to send free cop ies only to mem bers of lo cal so -
ci et ies in the Dis trict.  The Cou rier is the big gest ex pense for
the Dis trict.  Since our mem ber ship has de clined greatly
since that time and since more mem bers can re ceive the Cou -
rier elec tron i cally, I de cided to try to get the news let ter out to
more peo ple in the hopes of get ting more peo ple to the
pre-spring and to try to get more in volved in our Dis trict.  I
asked lo cal pres i dents to send me their mem ber ship ros ters
with e-mail ad dresses.  In this way, we can be gin to send out
more elec tronic cop ies. So far, two so ci et ies have re sponded.  
We will see how this de vel ops.

Di ana and I will be at tend ing the Spring Na tional Rose
Show in Shreve port later this month and will be judg ing in
the Na tional Show.  It should be a good week and I may have
lots of in for ma tion about the ARS for you in the July is sue.

At the Dis trict, Charles Shaner and I dis cussed the new
ARS website which was up and run ning on Feb ru ary 22.  I be -
lieve it is a great im prove ment.  I was able to find things rel a -
tively eas ily and, al though there are still some glitches, with a
lit tle in put from the mem bers, we will get a first class website
soon.  I find that ARS re sponses to e-mails and phone calls are
much im proved.  I also would note that there is a list ing of the
mem bers of ARS head quar ters, their phone num bers, e-mail
ad dresses, and their po si tions.  That should help you lo cate the 
right per son.  Please feel free to con tact me or Charles first and 
per haps we can take some of the load off the ARS staff.  It has
been pared rad i cally the past few years.

I would also ask you to look into Good Search on the ARS
website.  This is a search en gine like Google or Ya hoo, but by 
add ing it to your web page, you can make any kind of pur -
chase on line (e-bay, am a zon, etc.) and ARS re ceives one
per cent of the sales price.  If you book air fare through Good
Search to Shreve port for the spring Na tional, ARS will re -
ceive 1% of the cost. I added this to my com puter a few
weeks ago and it seems to work fine.  A box co mes up when
you look up a site and asks if you want to use it for a dis count

or not.  Just click the ap pro pri ate box and con tinue with your
search.  It could be a good way for ARS to earn some ad di -
tional funds with out seek ing fund ing from the mem ber ship.

Each of the lo cal so ci et ies needs to look into the Trial
Mem ber ship pro gram that ARS ini ti ated a few years ago. 
We have pub lished the in for ma tion on this pro gram in sev -
eral Cou ri ers, but we still seem to only have a few so ci et ies
par tic i pat ing. Ba si cally, you can give four-month mem ber -
ships to non-ARS mem bers in your so ci ety for $5 apiece and
when you get new mem bers, you can give them the same
four-month mem ber ship for free.  It’s a great way to get peo -
ple in ter ested in ARS and it helps fi nan cially with out cost ing 
you a lot of money.  

On an other sub ject, it looks like there will be an ARS cal -
en dar this year.  In stead of print ing up a cer tain quan tity of
cal en dars and risk not be ing able to sell them all, this year
they will be printed on de mand.  If 100 cal en dars are or dered, 
100 will be printed.  So look for the ad ver tise ment in up com -
ing Amer i can Rose mag a zines.

Here’s an other great at trac tion for gar ner ing new mem -
bers.  Witherspoon Rose Cul ture is part ner ing with the ARS
to of fer a FREE rose bush to all new mem bers, a $24.99
value!  Ev ery new, full mem ber will re ceive a cou pon to re -
deem for an R. K. Witherspoon, a fab u lous hy brid tea sport of 
Tif fany. The new mem ber just pays ship ping and han dling. 
This of fer does not ap ply to Trial Mem ber ships.

That’s about all I can think of so have a good spring and
sum mer and I hope to see you in the fall.  —   John
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2010 — PRES I DENTS OF LO CAL ROSE SO CI ET IES – 2010

Arlington Rose Foun da tion
Mr. Da vid Maxwell
12625 Cen tu rion Lane
Fairfax, VA 22033
703-860-0071
davesroses@ya hoo.com

Bay Coun try Rose So ci ety
Ms. Em ily Lankford
33235 Costen Road
Pocomoke, MD 21851
410-957-2025
cande_roses@verizon.net

Blue Ridge Rose So ci ety
Mr. Holt Messerly, Jr.
210 Cresthaven Ter race
Evington, VA  24550
434-525-2432
messerlyphoto@verizon.net

Charleston Rose So ci ety
Ms. Joyce Ras mus sen
2519 Win ter Street
St. Al bans, WV 25177
304-727-8492
j.d.ras mus sen@suddenlink.net

Fredericksburg Rose So ci ety
Mr. John Rueckert

221 Wakefield Drive
Lake of the Woods, VA 22508
540-972-7566
blrjer@juno.com

Gar den Club of Vir ginia
Mrs. Don ald A. Tay lor
8918 River Road
Rich mond, VA 23229
804-740-8244
roses4pwt@aol.com

Hun ting ton Rose So ci ety
Ms. Beverly Delidow
5987 Hub bard Branch Road
Hun ting ton, WV 25704
304-429-4211
bdelidow@aol.com

Mary land Rose So ci ety
Mr. Da vid Walsh
3136 Shiloh Road
Hamp stead, MD  21074
410-374-1070
shiloh@qis.net

North ern Neck Rose So ci ety
Mr. Rob ert Lukacevic
P.O. Box 437
Aylett, VA 23009

804-769-7768
riukacevic@aol.com

Pat rick Henry Rose So ci ety
Ms. Kath er ine Craig
11 Ol i ver Drive
Bassett, VA  24055
276-629-7723
roselady2@comcast.net

Po to mac Rose So ci ety
Mr. Joe Covey
831 Aza lea Drive
Rockville, MD 20850
301-279-0028
coveyj@carthlink.net

Rich mond Rose So ci ety
Mr. Willie Mills
12390 Ashcake Road
Ashland, VA 23005
804-641-0656
willie1091@comcast.net

Roanoke Rose So ci ety
Mr. Randall Dal ton
6506 Joppa Mill Road
Moneta, VA 24121
540-297-5798
rosegardenrbd@aol.com

Shenandoah Rose So ci ety
Mr. Charles Shaner
93 Shaner Lane
Staunton, VA 24401 - 540-294-2875
clshaner@yahoo.com

South ern Vir ginia Rose So ci ety
Ms. San dra Todd
407 Oak Street
Blackstone, VA 23824
434-292-1289
rosechick@earthlink.net

Tide wa ter Rose So ci ety
Ms. Mi chael Price
1972 Edgewood Av e nue
Nor folk, VA 23503 - 757-583-6770
evenmikeva1@cox.net

Vir ginia Pen in sula Rose So ci ety
Mrs. Sandy Pait
P.O. Box 180
Dutton, VA 23050-0180
804-725-1721 - spait@hughes.net

[Ed i tor’s Note: E-mail ad dresses
and/or web sites ap pear fol low ing
phone num bers, as they are made
avail able. Be sure to in clude the
cor rect Area Code when ad dress
changes are made. ANW]


