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Dates to Remember 
 

May 20, 2008 The regular monthly 
meeting of the Huntington Rose Society 
will be held on Tuesday, May 20 at the 
Central Christian Church starting at 7:30 
pm. The program for the evening will be 
Pesky Pests presented by Gary Rankin 
and Monica Valentovic. George and 
Arlene Andrick will provide the 
hospitality. 
 
May 30-June 1, 2008 National Mini 
Rose Conference, Oklahoma City, OK. 
Contact Bert Wheeler, 405-282-2495, 
berkat@worldnet.att.net for more 
details. 
 
June 1, 2008 Charleston Rose 
Society Rose Show will take place at 
the University of Charleston. The show 
coincides with Symphony Sunday. 
Contact Steve & Lynda Grass, Rose 
Show Chairs (304-345-3634).  
 
June 25-29, 2008 Spring National ARS 
Convention and Rose Show, Denver, 
CO. Contact Peggy Williams, 303-691-
2790, pegwilliams22@comcast.net for 
details. 
 
September 7, 2008 The Huntington 
Rose Show will take place at the 
Huntington Mall. For more information, 
contact Rose Show Chairs Gary Rankin 
(rankin@marshall.edu) and Monica 
Valentovic valentov@marshall.edu), at 
304-697-0321.  

Presidentôs Message 
Monica A. Valentovic 

Spring has arrived in the Tri-State this 
week. Last week we had 33 degrees 
and frost and this week we are back in 
the 70ôs. This has been a pretty Spring 
and the show by the dogwoods and 
azaleas will soon end, try to get out and 
enjoy their beauty.  
 
Aprilôs program was given by Donna 
Smoot. It was excellent and if you did 
not make it out, you missed some very 
valuable and practical information. Just 
to give you one tidbit of information from 
her talk, Donna mentioned using vinegar 
as a natural weed killer as well as the 
benefits of vinegar to clean out your 
sprayer. The hospitality was provided by 
Beverly Delidow. Beverly was kind 
enough to pinch hit for Geroge and 
Arlene Andrick who had a previous 
commitment for a fundraising activity. 
Thank you Beverly!! 
 
The miniature rose sale by the society is 
officially over. The last roses were sold 
this week. We ended up selling all 250 
roses. However, it did take 6 weeks to 
sell all the plants.  The last few had 
been repotted into cottage cheese 
containers and were  quite colorful.  
 
The May meeting will be on taking care 
of pests in your garden.  The program 
will be given by Gary and Monica. 
Hospitality will be by Arlene and George  
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Andrick. I hope you can make it to the 
meeting.  
 
Finally, the Charleston Rose Show is 
June 1 and will be at the University of 
Charleston. This show is in conjunction 
with symphony Sunday. If you have 
roses you should bring them to their 
show. I am sure your roses will have a 
good time and you can enjoy some nice 
music in the afternoon for free!! 
 
 

NEWS ABOUT OUR MEMBERS 
Earl Massie has been in the newspaper 
twice this month. Earl was interviewed 
at the Heritage Farm Day. He was 
especially interested in the antique car 
collection at the Farm.  
 
Earl was once again in the newspaper 
this week showing off some of his 
photography talents. Earlôs picture of 
forsythias in bloom at a home in 
Barboursville was printed by the Herald 
Dispatch. Earl also had a beautiful close 
up picture of a red tulip printed in the 
same days newspaper. Congratulations 
Earl, they were beautiful!! 
 
 

ARS MEMBERSHIP DRAWING 
The members of the society voted at the 
March meeting to once again sponsor a 
1 year membership for someone who is 
not an ARS member. Each individual 
that is not an ARS member is eligible for 
the drawing at the banquet in 
November. Individuals will get one 
chance for each month they attend a 
Huntington Rose Society meeting which 
means the more meetings you attend 
the greater the chances of winning.  
Membership in the ARS includes 6 
issues of the magazine and is a $49 
value.  

CHECK YOUR MAILING LABEL 
If you have not renewed your 2008 
membership, your mailing label has a 
past due note and this is your last 
newsletter. Please mail your dues to 
Gary Rankin, Treasurer, 109 Cedar 
Court, Lavalette, WV 25535 or bring 
them to the meeting on Tuesday, May 
20th. Single membership is $8 and 
family membership is $12.  

 
 
 

Sumptuous Shrub Roses 
Nanette Londeree  

You've heard the term shrub, and you 
know what a rose is, but what in the 
world is a shrub rose? Aren't shrubs 
those plants that you grow as hedges to 
screen you from your neighbor? Or 
some type of woody plant? Sunset's 
Western Garden Book describes shrubs 
as ñwoody plants that live for many 
years. They are typically planted to 
provide long lasting features to a 
landscape, forming a framework to help 
unite the garden's various elements.ò 
Well, that is actually a pretty good 
description of a shrub rose. 
 
The term shrub rose was created by the 
American Rose Society to encompass 
bushy roses that did not fit any other 
category. The class includes several 
major subclasses ï the hybrid musks, 
hybrid Rugosas, hybrid moyesii, hybrid 
kordesii, the unique group first 
developed by David Austin, commonly 
called English roses, and others that just 
don't fit into any other classification. 
Many are modern varieties, others old, 
and some ancient. They are considered 
to be hardy, easy-care plants; some 
make good groundcovers, other work 
well as hedges and screens while still 
others fit well in a flowering border or in 
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a container. Many of the modern shrubs 
bloom continuously throughout the 
season, and some old varieties have a 
single flush of flowers in the spring. You 
can find all types of flower forms from 
single (five to eleven petals) to full 
double blooms, and in many different 
colors and shades. 

 
 

 
 
Shrub roses are impressive for many 
reasons - their natural disease-
resistance, their willingness to grow in a 
variety of climates with a minimum of 
attention from the gardener, their growth 
habit that may require little pruning, not 
to mention the great beauty of their 
flowers.  
 
Whether you are a beginning rose 
grower or an experienced rosarian, 

shrub roses are surely to find a place in 
your garden. A fairly new shrub rose to 
the market is Knock Out (red blend, 
8.6). It was an AARS winner in 2000 
and earned the American Rose Society 
Member's Choice Award in 2004. 
 
The Member's Choice Award is selected 
by the District chairs of the Roses in 
Review committee based on the data 
they collect from members across the 
country. This rose has proven to be so 
popular that a new relative, Pink Knock 
Out, was released last year. 
 
How about the gorgeous Sally Holmes 
(white, 8.9) that can be grown as a 
shrub or climber and puts out huge 
trusses of blooms that resemble 
hydrangeas, and her relative, Fred 
Loads (orange-red, 8.5) with a similar 
habit, but with a fiery orange color. 
Graham Thomas (deep yellow, 8.2) is 
any easy winner covered in spring with 
lemon yellow cupped blooms or Belle's 
Story (light pink, 8.6), another David 
Austin rose with soft pink blooms and a 
lovely light fragrance. All That Jazz 
(orange-pink, 7.8), Carefree Beauty 
(medium pink, 8.7) and Lavender Dream 
(mauve, 8.3) are more examples of the 
class that are easy to care for and 
provide bounteous bloom. 
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This is a photo of Sally Holmes taken 
last spring ï the rose grows lustily in a 
sixty foot hedge in my garden and has 
only been pruned once in eight years. It 
keeps its deep green, healthy foliage for 
nearly the entire year and doesn't seem 
to be bothered by pests. This rose has 
to be one of the easiest roses to grow, 
and in addition to looking beautiful on 
the bush, it makes a lovely cut flower. 

Reprinted from the ARS website: 
www.ars.org. Check out the ARS 
website for many articles about roses 
and rose care. 
 
 

 
 

MAY IN THE GARDEN 
Monica Valentovic 

May is the time we give a sigh of relief 
about the end of hard freezes and 
frosts. However, temperature flux is still 
a problem with nights in the upper 30ôs, 
or low 40's and days in the 60-80-'s.  
 
During this month you should be 
spraying your roses every 7-10 days 
using a regular preventative fungicide 
program. I rotate between systemic and 
contact agents to minimize resistance in 

our yard. This is a good time to use 
copper and sulfur as contact agents 
since the air temperatures are below 90 
degrees. Sulfur will burn your leaves if 
sprayed on plants that are not well 
hydrated or if the air temperature is too 
warm. I use copper at this time of the 
year as it is very effective for blackspot, 
powdery mildew and anthracnose. 
Another excellent contact agent is 
Manzate, which is a very good fungicide 
for black spot and powdery mildew.   
Rember that contact agents must be in 
contact with the fungus in order to be 
effective. Many contact sprays are also 
washed off the plant quickly in rainy 
conditions. The exception is manzate 
which takes quite a significant rain in 
order to remove it from the plants.  
Systemic fungicides allow for long term 
protection to your plant. Once a 
systemic dries on the plant, rain will not 
reduce its effects. The problem with 
using only systemic pesticides is the 
likelihood to increase resistance in your 
garden microclimate.  
 
Remember to only use an insecticide if 
insects are present. The most common 
insects at this time of the year are 
aphids and cane borers. Aphids can be 
removed with a strong spray of water, 
insecticidal soap, ultrafine oil, Bayer 
Rose and Flower Insect Killer, 
Malathion, Pyrethrin/Rotenone or Isotox. 
The best method for preventing cane 
borers is to seal the large canes with 
NuBark or Elmers Glue.  
 
If midge has been a problem in your 
garden then apply Grubex to the soil 
now. It is important to apply Grubex 
(cyfluthrin/idimacloprid or a permethrin 
derivative/imidacloprid) early to help 
reduce the hatch of midge from the soil. 
Some rose growers are using talstar. 

http://www.ars.org/
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We have not used it on our roses but it 
did an amazing job this Fall for our asian 
beetle problem on the outside of our 
house.  
 
Routinely go through your yard and 
begin disbudding your hybrid teas and 
miniatures/minifloras. Disbudding will 
get the energy of the plant to the main 
bud and make it larger. If you want 
sprays, then remove the center bud 
prior to its opening.  
 
This is a good time to add an organic 
supplement such as Mills Magic Mix, 
alfalfa meal, Rosetone or mushroom 
compost. The organics will provide slow 
release of nutrients, will provide humic 
acid to the soil and will be slowly 
degraded. We have already added 
mushroom compost at a rate of 1 shovel 
full per large bush and worked it into the 
soil.  Mushroom compost provides fiber 
to reduce compaction of soil. If you use 
horse manure, be sure to add Preen to 
reduce the number of weed seeds that 
sprout.  
 
Watch the weather, and if you have 
strong wind, then you should stake your 
new strong canes. There is nothing 
more disappointing then to have a large 
new cane snap at the bud union. You 
can tie the cane to a stake with twine or 
panty hose. You can also intertwine a 
tomato stake near the cane to support it 
without tying it to the stake.   
 
If we do not get an inch of rain per 
week, you should water your roses. 
Roses may also need to be watered if 
we have a sunny but windy day which 
can dehydrate those tender new shoots. 
Water the roses if you notice any 
drooping of the ends of your new canes.   
 

Remember that in a few days to a few 
weeks, you should begin to have rose 
blooms. Your work will pay off with 
some beautiful bloom for your 
enjoyment and the enjoyment of your 
friends that you share your roses with. 
May you have an enjoyable rose 
season.  
 
 

ECONOMICAL  TIPS TO LESSEN 
DISEASE AND PESTS IN THE 

GARDEN 
Monica Valentovic 

We all know the price of everything is 
increasing  at a very fast pace due to 
the rising cost of fuel. Rose  growers are 
generally concerned about preventing 
diseases in their rosebeds. However, 
many people do not want to spend a lot 
of time and money to take care of their 
roses. Consulting rosarians are often 
asked ñWhat to use to control disease in 
a garden with just a couple rosesò? 
Below are a few tips to help the casual 
gardener enjoy their garden.  
 
First, fungus is difficult to eradicate once 
it develops in the garden. The best 
treatment is prevention. Although many 
people do not enjoy it, a regular spray 
program can greatly reduce the spread 
of disease in a garden. There are also 
several precautionary steps that can be 
done to reduce the onset of diseases in 
your garden.   
 
Roses need a regular spray program to 
control the spread of fungal infections. It 
is recommended that you spray every 7-
10 days throughout the growing season. 
This is necessary in order to control 
fungal infections.  
 
There are some common household 
items that can be used to reduce pests 
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in the garden.  One common recipe 
requires liquid dish detergent, cooking 
oil and baking soda. I prefer lemon or 
orange scented liquid dish detergents as 
they leave a clean smell in the garden 
after application. Any brand of dish 
detergent works but it should not have 
ammonia as this may burn the leaves.  
The cooking oil can be corn, canola or 
safflower and again there is not much 
difference between brands that are used 
as part of this recipe. Finally, you want 
to use baking soda and it does not 
matter what brand you use as part of the 
recipe. The recipe is to mix 1 TBSP 
each of cooking oil, baking soda and 
dish detergent to 1 gallon of water. 
Shake thoroughly as the oil will not mix 
with the water similar to Italian dressing. 
Spray the entire bush with this mixture 
using your regular sprayer. Be sure to 
spray the top and underside of the 
leaves.  
 
It is thought that the oil acts to control 
insects, such as aphids or spider mites, 
by smothering them.  The soap also is 
beneficial in controlling insects. The 
baking soda changes the pH of mixture 
and is beneficial in controlling powdery 
mildew. The cooking oil also acts as a 
fungicide since the oil layer prevents the 
fungal mycelium from penetrating into 
the leaf tissue.  
 
Another inexpensive method to control 
aphids is a jet of water. Spray the tips of 
affected plants with a strong jet of water 
to dislodge the aphids. This also helps 
remove the sugary residue left on the 
plants from the aphids.    
 
How many people have problems with 
deer? Some people have had success 
using human hair scattered on the their 
mulch. A great source of clipped hair are 

the local barber shops and hair styling 
establishments. Before you start 
laughing out loud at this idea the ARS is 
testing this exact procedure in some of 
their rosebeds that have had severe 
deer pruning damage. Another  
inexpensive method to reduce deer 
damage is to hang bars of soap about 3 
feet above the ground. Attach blocks of 
scented soap bars with fishing line. 
Some detergents that may work are 
Irish Spring or Zest, which have a strong 
fragrance. Soap has been reported to 
have some success in deterring deer. 
We have not had much success with 
soap but try it in your yard. Some people 
have had success spraying milk on their 
rose leaves. It is thought to give off a 
scent unpleasant to the deer and acts 
as a repellant to deer grazing on your 
roses.  
 
These are just a few suggestions of 
inexpensive ways to control pests in 
your yard. If you want something 
different and economical, you might 
want to consider the use of the oil, soap 
and baking soda mixture or if you are 
brave, human hair.  
 
 
DISCLAIMER: The Editor's believe the information 
contained in this newsletter is accurate and up to date. 
However, the Editors do not guarantee the accuracy of 
any article nor do we provide any endorsement or 
warranty. The Society and the Editor's do not accept any 
legal responsibilities for omissions or errors that have 
been made in this newsletter.  
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 MEMBERSHIP IN THE HUNTINGTON ROSE SOCIETY 
 
 
NAME(S)______________________________________________________________ 
 
ADRESS_______________________________________________________________ 
 
CITY__________________________ STATE_________    ZIP CODE_________ 
 
PHONE NUMBER_______________ E-MAIL_____________________________ 
 

CHECK ONE             Make checks payable to Huntington Rose Society and mail to: 
 
_______ SINGLE   $8    Gary Rankin Treasurer  
    109 Cedar Court, Lavalette, WV  25535. 
_______ FAMILY $12   
                          
 
Additional Contribution: $________  
 
Levels - Prince ($10-25);     Princess ($26-50); King ($51-99); Queen ($100 or more) 

 
The Huntington Rose Society  is a 501 C-3 non -profit organization and any 
donations are tax deductible.  
 

 
 

 

The Thorny Bush 
Gary and Monica Rankin, Editors 
109 Cedar Court  
Lavalette, WV 25535 


