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September Meeting 

 
 The September meeting of the Shenandoah 

Rose Society will be our annual rose exhibition held at 

Staunton Mall Saturday, Sept. 15.  Have your roses on 

the table by 10 a.m.  We are not a judging show.  We 

just want to show the public what can be done with a 

little proper care.  Please bring your roses. 

 As in the past, we will let the public vote for 

their favorite rose.  This is fun for them and for us.  It 

is surprising to see what they like in the way of a rose. 

 

Selecting Blooms for the Exhibition 
By Charles Shaner 

 

 There are differences and similarities between 

a rose show and an exhibition.  In a rose show, you 

are looking for the very best you can do.  The compe-

tition is stiff.  You may not always agree with the 

judgesô decisions.  You spend weeks before time pre-

paring for the show and hours the morning before the 

show prepping your roses.  You hope what you have 

will be good enough to at least get a ribbon.  Your 

hopes are to get on the head table.  Your dream is for 

the elusive Queen. 

 In an exhi-

bition such as ours, 

if you have done 

your spraying, 

feeding and water-

ing, you will have 

something that you 

can put on the ta-

ble.  We do not 

judge; we let the 

public pick their 

favorite.  You spend some time a few days prior to the 

exhibition to cut your blooms you want to bring.  

There is no compe-

tition, there are no 

prizes awarded, and 

you spend a few 

minutes putting 

your blooms in the 

vases.  You will 

need a tag made up 

for your entry 

which will include 

the name of the 

rose, whether it is a hybrid tea, floribunda, miniature, 

etc., and your name.  This is attached to the vase with 

a rubber band. 

 We will need members during the day to greet 

people and answer a few questions.  You may take an 

hour at a time or whatever is convenient for you.  If 

you have a certain time you would like to be at the 

table, please let me know.  

Please bring your roses.  The more we have 

the better.  Your blooms do not need to be perfect but 

should be free of disease, powdery mildew and black 

spot. 

 

Colonial District Fall Meeting & Show 

 
 The Colonial District Fall Meeting and Show 

will be held September 28, 29 and 30 at the Hilton 

Dulles Airport.  If you have not made your reserva-

tions, there is still time.  The District meetings are al-

ways special not only for the educational part, but also 

the people are wonderful to be with.  If you want to 

see beautiful roses on show, this is the place to be.  

Plan to attend and support the local societies that are 

hosting it (Potomac Rose Society and Arlington Rose 
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Foundation).  Registration forms and information may 

be found on the Colonial District web site 

www.colonialdistrictroses.org and the Shenandoah 

Rose Society site www.shenandoahrosesociety.org. 

 If you need a registration form and do not 

have internet access please contact me (540-294-

2875) and I will send one to you.   

 

The Rambling Rosarian 
By Charles Shaner 

 

 Finally, we got some rain.  The summer has 

been very dry and regular watering is a must.  I am 

thankful I have a very strong well but then came the 

electric bill.  A pump hanging 250 feet down in the 

ground takes just a little electricity to run.  With regu-

lar watering (every 3 days) and regular feedings, I 

have some good blooms.  They are small but pretty ï 

much better than last year. 

 Without regular watering, there is no doubt 

my roses would not have survived.  Everyone has 

their favorite method of watering from commercial 

irrigation systems to just using a garden hose.  I have 

tried several different watering systems and they all 

have their good and bad points.  Most have a very 

small opening somewhere that stops up that requires 

maintenance to keep the system cleaned out.  It didnôt 

matter how careful I was to keep the hoses clean and 

plug the ends when not in use, it still happened.  Then 

there was the problem of having to remember how 

long it had been running and remember to turn it off. 

 For me, an open-ended garden hose works 

best.  About 15 to 20 seconds per bush every third day 

gives my roses the water they need.  An open-ended 

garden hose will normally flow 7 gallons per minute.  

The longer the hose the lower this number will be be-

cause of friction loss.  With this method, 99% of the 

water gets where you want it. 

 Feeding is also a requirement for your roses.  

With the lack of rain, dry feedings do little good un-

less you pull the mulch back and get the food under it.  

Extra watering in dry weather will be necessary.  Liq-

uid feeding such as MiracleGro® is a good solution 

for dry weather.  MiracleGro is only good for two 

weeks and must be replaced.  It can also be used once 

a week. The ground is so poor where I am that I use it 

once a week and get good results.  Due to the soil 

conditions, I use mainly organic dry foods. This not 

only feeds my roses but builds up the soil at the same 

time. 

 Those pesky beetles are still with us.  I have 

not had the large amount I had last year which I con-

tribute to some changes I have made.  I put down 

Milky Spore® in the spring.  This is supposed to take 

3 years to reach full potential but I am seeing results 

already.  Regular sprayings with Bayer® Insect Killer 

has helped.  Bounce® dryer sheets do help but there 

are a few things to remember when using them.  You 

need to put them on the bush before you see the 

beetles.  They do not do well at repelling beetles after 

you have them.  They must be replaced after a rain.  

With the recent rains we are getting, it is impossible to 

keep fresh sheets on the bushes so I am seeing some 

beetles. 

 You can get one more feeding in on your roses 

if you do it early in September.  At one time we said 

not to feed your roses after the first of September, but 

our growing season seems to have gotten longer so I 

think we can now extend that to the middle of Sep-

tember.  For the last feeding of the season, you may 

want to go heavy on the phosphate.  There are mixed 

feelings on this at present.  The ñold schoolò thought 

was a feeding of triple phosphate would slow down 

the growth and harden the canes for winter.  I have 

tried both ways and do not see much difference.  In 

the rose food that I blend myself, I will add one part 

rock phosphate for that last feeding.   

I also add one part lime.  As your mulch 

breaks down, it produces acids and your pH will drop.  

With a very light application of lime in the fall (¼ cup 

per plant), you can keep the pH in balance at about 

6.5.  This may vary with location (i.e., Rockingham 

Countyôs soil has a tendency to go alkaline).  You 

may want to check the pH level of your soil over a 

few yearsô period to get a feel for what it is doing. 

Give your roses proper care.  The better condi-

tion you can have them in when you go into the win-

ter, the better chance they have of surviving. 

 

Powdery Mildew on Roses 
By Charles Shaner 

 

 Almost anyone who has grown roses for 

more than a year knows about powdery mildew.  It 

is a fungi that causes a powdery white or gray 

growth on the surface of leaves and canes.  It will 

affect most flowers and fruits, with young foliage 

and shoots being particularly susceptible.  It may 

cause little damage to the plants, and in the fall 

causes an early dormancy but usually is not fatal. 

 Powdery mildew fungi infect plants with 

airborn spores when temperatures are 60 to 80 de-

grees F but will not be present during the hottest 

summer days.  Cool, damp, cloudy days are very 

favorable for powdery mildew to develop.  On ros-

http://www.colonialdistrictroses.org/
http://www.shenandoahrosesociety.org/
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es, high humidity conditions are favored for pow-

dery mildew to germinate and infect.  Plants that are 

over-crowded and shaded provide better conditions 

for powdery mildew to develop. 

 There are some preventive measures that can 

be taken: 

 Purchase good quality plants from reputable 

nurseries, greenhouses or garden centers. 

 Prune out any diseased or dead wood.  Rake 

up and destroy any dead leaves. 

 Plant in a well-drained and well-prepared 

location where the plant can get at least 6 

hours of sunlight per day. 

 Plants should be spaced for good air circula-

tion.  Keep the centers of the plant open so 

air can circulate. 

 Do not work with or handle the plants when 

the foliage is wet. 

 Roses require the equivalent of 1 to 2 inches 

of rain per week.  If nature does not provide 

it, then we must make it up.  When watering, 

avoid getting the foliage wet especially late 

in the day. 

 

Powdery mildew can do little to no damage on 

some plants and do major damage to others.  Fungi-

cides must be used to control powdery mildew.  A 

regular spray program is a must for prevention and 

control and may need to be stepped up in cool, 

damp weather.  Fungicides recommended are: 

 Propiconazole (Banner Maxx):  listed for 

control of powdery mildew and many other 

diseases. 

 Myclobutanil (Systane, Eagle and Immu-

nox):  listed for control of powdery mildew 

and other diseases. 

 Sulfur as a spray or dust.  Sulfur may cause 

some plant injury if applied when air tem-

perature exceeds 90 F. 

 Triforine (Funginex, now Rose Defense):  

only available in small quantities. 

 Fenarimol (Rubigan):  locally systemic fun-

gicide for the prevention and control of 

powdery mildew. 

 Copper fungicide will control powdery mil-

dew in some cases. 

 

Powdery mildew can become resistant to any of the 

fungicides listed except sulfur.  Remember not to 

use the same spray all the time. 

 For organic alternatives, garlic naturally 

contains high levels of sulfur and along with a few 

cloves crushed in water can be used as a homemade 

spray. 

 Powdery mildew requires living plant tissue 

to grow.  It survives on buds and stem tissue and 

certain weeds may act as hosts through the winter.  

The disease life cycle can be completed in as little 

as 72 hours.  It normally takes 7 to 10 days from the 

time of infection to develop secondary spore pro-

duction.   

 

The SRS Store 

 
 Our inventory in the SRS Store keeps grow-

ing.  We have several items available at a good price 

to our members. 

Mills Magic Rose Mix--20 lb. bag--member 

price $15, non-member $20.  Contact Ray-

mond Shaner 540-248-2301 

Messenger--Mix for 1 gallon--member price 

$2, non-member $3.  Contact Charles Shaner 

540-294-2875  

 

SRS 2007 Activities 

 
July 8 Annual Picnic 

August 12 Monthly Meeting 

 ñBring Your Worstò 

September 15 Rose Exhibition 

September 28, 29, 30  Fall Meeting and Show 

October 14 Monthly Meeting 

 ñPreparing for Winterò 

November 11 Annual Banquet 
 

SRS Consulting Rosarians 

 
Meredith Yeago        Waynesboro   540-943-7874 

Charles Shaner  Staunton              540-294-2875 
                                    (W) 540-885-4778 

Polly Holston  Staunton              540-886-8551 

Raymond Shipley Lavale, MD   301-729-8271  
Al Minutolo  Crozet    434-823-1092 

John Huddle  Waynesboro   540-943-2229 

CR Emeritus 

Robert (Bob) Holsinger Staunton   540-886-8783 


